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Our objects
To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or 
affecting Hereford.
To educate the public in the geography, history, natural 
history and architecture of Hereford and give related advice 
and information.
To secure the preservation, protection, development and 
improvement of features of historic or public interest in 
Hereford.

This is what we do 
Hold lectures, events, visits
Publish this magazine quarterly
Comment on planning applications Come and join us

Amazing Places of Hereford
Saving a glorious hinterland

Listed Buildings and Heritage
Improving background information

Politicians - please note
Unacceptable proposals

Hereford Now
Gwynne Gate

Proposals for Blueschool House 
– an Outrage



@architypeuk

Architype Architects

Architype Hereford

t: 01981 542111

e:hereford@architype.co.uk

Working collaboratively to design beautiful buildings that 
significantly cut carbon footprint and dramatically reduce 
running costs
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What is happening in our corridors 
of power?  There is no alternative 
than for me to comment politically.  
The same lot has been running the 
Council for years and yet still do not 
appear to understand the importance 
of creating a great built environment.   
It is with reluctance that I show 
on our front cover what we were 
promised in 2007 for Blueschool 
Street and the latest proposal.  I 
prefer to illustrate the positive.  It is 
proposed that the old planning office 
in Blueschool Street is to be clad so 
that it looks like an industrial unit 
more suited to the enterprise Zone, 
for the new “one stop shop”.  This 
must be one of the most prestigious 
sites in Hereford fronting onto the 
boulevard so vigorously promoted in 
the times of ESG. 
It is not valid to say we are in 
economically difficult times; the retail 
quarter has been delivered but not 

one house.  HCS members understand 
market conditions, house prices are 
relatively low in Herefordshire but the 
overall structure of our great City must 
be improved and built upon.
In May the Council gave consent for a 
service station in front of ASDA in spite 
of flawed supporting evidence, on a site 
that needed a “gateway” style building.  
As I have previously written, I have 
huge admiration for those prepared 
to spend volunteer time running the 
county, but a bit more couth is urgently 
required.
Why was an out of town firm used for 
the planning?  One that incorrectly 
refers to the site as being a hectare 
in size when in fact it is little over a 
tenth of that; proposes refuse storage 
in the front, and includes a recreation 
area for blind dogs!  Presumably 
sighted pedestrians bring their blind 
dogs to socialise.  We have some 
good contemporary buildings by local 
architects, consider Deens Court, 
St. Nicolas Street properly defining 
the corner on to the bridge and 
reinforcing the line of the City Wall.  
The Magistrates Court in Bath Street, 
magisterially stating its case.  These 
buildings contribute to the collective 
body that is Hereford – sticking an 
industrial unit on our prime “boulevard” 
is sacrilege.  The Design and Access 
statement makes no reference to the 
proposals for the “boulevard” and 
connections to the City Centre.
This must not proceed – there must 
be peaceful protest – let us maintain 
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NEWS & COMMENT
Judicial review 
The pioneering St Ives Neighbourhood 
Plan successfully negotiated its 
referendum recently but now faces a 
legal challenge.  Controversially the 
development plan specifies that plans 
for new market housing must include 
measures which ensure new dwellings 
– but not replacement units – have 
restricted occupancy rules which 
preclude them being used as second 
homes.
On a turn-out of 42.7 per cent more 
than 83 per cent of residents who voted 
backed the strategy. A developer is 
seeking permission for a judicial review.  
The planning authority said: “Following 
the positive result of the referendum 
we will be carefully considering the 
grounds on which the claim for the 
judicial review has been made. We are 
confident that the correct process has 
been followed in this case and we will 
be fully defending this claim.”
Another example of a non-resident 
organisation throwing its weight around 
following a democratic vote.

Compulsory 
Purchase Changes - 
A Huge Opportunity
The Government has started to 
make the Compulsory Purchase 
system a more effective and useable 
regeneration tool.  The need to 
deliver sustainable development in a 
meaningful time frame has never been 
greater; with significant pressure from 
government to deliver and fund major 
infrastructure, increase the number of 
new homes, repurpose our town centres 
and enable a major programme of 
estate renewal.
The devolution of power and funding 
to local bodies is strengthening this 
objective, giving choice to local 
authorities to embrace the private 
sector to deliver development with a 
new freedom.
Making CPO clearer and consistent in 
its use; setting more defined, shorter 
timescales and allowing more accurate 
determination of costs, with a less 
contentious compensation system; 
should encourage greater use of CPO 

as an effective site assembly tool.
Herefordshire Council must consider 
this once they have a proper plan for 
the City. If only the burnt out buildings 
in High Town had been CPO’d years 
ago. (See page 7) 

Widemarsh Street 
parking
The parking loop hole with fly parking 
for free has at last been stopped.  How 
many years has it taken Herefordshire 
Council and Balfour Beatty to achieve 
this?  Another disgraceful piece of 
incompetence.  HCS does not enjoy 
writing like this but how do we see 
improvements to our environment 
without action being taken in a timely 
manner?  

20th Century Society
On 25th June our Society welcomed 
this important national body to 
Hereford, with a full day of visits from 
the Rotherwas munitions buildings, 
contemporary buildings by local 
architects to a part finished Passivhaus 
dwelling near the City centre.

What consultation?
Balfour Beatty Living Places, on 
behalf of Herefordshire Council, is 
due to start remedial and investigation 
works on Widemarsh Street through to 
Broad Street.  Apparently these works 
are necessary in advance of further 
refurbishment works planned for the 
High Town area.  But we, the people 
of Hereford, haven’t been told the 
results of the consultation.  A report 
is to be published on 15th July, as an 
agenda item for the cabinet meeting 
of 21st July. Surely feedback of the 
consultation results should be provided 

20th century society visit

decorum but insist on a full reappraisal.  
And why is the One Stop Shop and Job 
Centre not to be part of the redesigned 
library in Broad Street?  Surely that 
is the logical choice for them?  Then 
we have a prime site to sell on this 
wonderful boulevard that will run from 
Edgar Street to Commercial Road to the 

station. This is what we were promised 
– this is what we want – this can be 
achieved.
Please lobby Cllr. Bramer, cabinet 
member for Contracts and Assets 
hbramer@herefordshire.gov.uk or phone 
07900 918384.
 John Bothamley, Chairman



bureaucracy is railing against small 
businesses – government is stifling 
innovation.

Hereford City Life 
Just launched by the Business 
Improvement District (BID) the website 
www.herefordcitylife.co.uk is acting as 
a hub for everything in Hereford City 
Centre.  It will enable businesses within 
the BID area to provide the public with 
information about their products and 
services, as well as post events into an 
event calendar.  With the purpose of 
making customers aware of what the 
city centre has to offer, the website has 
been specially designed to showcase 
High Town’s diverse shops, restaurants 
and service providers.  The BID will also 
be running a public competition in the 
near future as a means to attract even 
more visitors. 

Developer partner
In June Herefordshire Council’s Cabinet 
approved plans to tender for a partner 
developer to help deliver ambitious 
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earlier so that cabinet members have 
more than five days to consider this 
proposed major item of spending, 
and to comprehend the results of the 
consultation? 

Pig farmers pan 
planning
The National Pig Association has 
complained that pig farmers are 
finding it increasingly difficult to get 
planning permission to replace worn-out 
buildings.
It has claimed that local authority 
planning processes have become 
“progressively more clunky” in recent 
years. The association wants 

• the level of detail demanded by 
planners to be proportionate to the 
scale of the application.

• animal rights objections to be 
ignored as they “are irrelevant to the 
planning process”

• strict timelines should be observed 
by statutory consultees such as the 
Environment Agency

HCS supports this initiative – creeping 

housing plans for the county. Councillor 
Harry Bramer, said: 
“Working in partnership with a 
developer will help us ensure that the 
growth of Herefordshire is managed 
in a holistic way. This is a tremendous 
opportunity to ensure that strategic 
development is managed across the 
county.
We have ambitious plans for Hereford 
city, with the Urban Village being a 
priority for development, adjacent to the 
new city link road which is due to start 
construction in July this year.
Herefordshire’s landscape will change 
dramatically over the next few years - 
it’s an exciting time for those living and 
working in the city.”
We publish the quote in full because 

HCS is not confident that development 
will be managed “holistically” and what 
are the “ambitious plans”? The HC 
is only just about to start work on the 
Hereford Development Plan and the 
previous ESG Masterplan has been 
ignored in the planning application for 
Blueschool House.  (see page 7)

Thanks due to Cllr. 
Powell
HCS is disappointed that Cllr. Powell is 
no longer in the cabinet and  records its 
thanks to him for his efforts in moving 
funds from vanity projects to improving 
cycle routes and reducing the speed 
limit in the City to 20 mph.

Gwynne Gate, 
Coningsby Street.  
Hook Mason.
HCS regrets to see the demise of yet 
another community pub and, with the 
proposed new housing all around this 
community facility, should have been 
maintained.  The project has been 
well executed but does it need to be 
a gated community of 15 flats behind 
6 foot walls?  Maintaining the pub 

building and adding flats, in scale, in 
contemporary idiom works well.  But 
why is it necessary to have 15 parking 
spaces in this city centre location? The 
High Town proposal, (see page 7) also 
by Hook Mason, has minimal parking, 
and is a much better approach to city 
centre living.  Are we to see more gated 
communities behind locked gates?  It 
doesn’t bode well for decent liveable 
towns.  Further one wonders how it 
is possible to exit the site in a car, in 
a safe manner, on a corner with no 
visibility splays!  (App. No 142315)

HEREFORD NOW

NEWS & COMMENT

Gwynne Gate

Herefordians considering Brexit

sharing removes congestion



Bromyard History Society, 5 Sherford 
Street, Bromyard HR7 8DL  
Saturday Afternoon (tbc)

Kington Museum, Mill Street, Kington, 
HR5 3AL 
Thursday 10.30am-4pm:  Friday 
10.30am-4pm:  Saturday 10.30am-1pm

John Kyrle Summerhouse, High 
Street, Ross on Wye HR9 5VZ 
Sunday 2pm-5pm

Longworth Chapel, Bartestree, 
Hereford HR1 4DX 
Saturday 10.30am-4pm

Merton House Hotel, Edde Cross 
Street, Ross on Wye HR9 7BZ 
Sunday 2pm-5pm

Museum Resource & Learning 
Centre, Friars Street, Hereford HR4 0AS  
Thursday 10am-12pm

Treferanon, St Weonards, HR2 8QF 
– in situ cider mill and press, listed 
farmhouse. 
Saturday 2pm-5pm:  Sunday 2pm-5pm

Wythall Bulls Hill, Walford, Ross on 
Wye HR9 5SD 
Sunday 2pm-5pm

If you have a 
venue that you’d 
like to open for 
Heritage Open Days 
please contact 
Sarah Chedgzoy, 
Cultural Services, 
Herefordshire 
Council 01432 260731 schedgzoy@
herefordshire.gov.uk who will be able to 
add your details to the national website 
and deal with the administration, 
which is negligible to you – the 
property owner, and you’re covered by 
insurance. 

Call us today for your FREE brochure

01600 892855
wiltshirefarmfoods.com

Chicken & Vegetable 
Casserole £2.95

The solution is a delicious Wiltshire 
Farm Foods meal, ready and waiting 
in your freezer.

Choose from over 300 ready meals, 
each made using tasty ingredients that 
are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen 
to lock the goodness in.

Special dietary needs like gluten-free 
or low calorie?  It’s all available no-
contract, no-commitment and with 
free delivery. Just order what you 
want, when you want.

Everyone enjoys 
good food.
But not everyone 
enjoys cooking.
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The Council policy is to concentrate on 
the core bus network, i.e. the principal 
services connecting the market towns 
to the city of Hereford.  However, 
progressive erosion of the whole 
network is now leading to considerable 
passenger loss and the erosion of faith 
in bus services. This then becomes 
a downward spiral with further loss 
of passengers.  Further service and 
frequency cuts in the city network are to 
be expected.
My spirits were raised by an article I 
spotted in the Omnibus Society Journal.  
Simple and effective, this Turkish 
approach to public transport provision 
show innovation and imagination. The 
secret, of course, is cooperation and 
restoring trust between communities, 
parishes and the transport authorities. 
Can this be achieved?

Gareth Calan Davies  
Chairman, Rail & Bus for Herefordshire

The dolmus is a Turkish transport 
phenomenon to be found across Turkey. 
Dolmus means “stuffed” or filled when 
translated from the Turkish and was 

LISTED BUILDINGS AND HERITAGE
Enrich the List
Listing is the all-encompassing term for the listing of buildings, scheduling 
of monuments, registering of parks, gardens and battlefields and protecting 
wreck sites.  Listing is the act of identifying the most important parts of 
our heritage so they can receive special protection.  Historic England (HE) 
celebrate their significance - and make sure that our history can be enjoyed by 
present and future generations.

originally applied to shared use of large 
cars and taxis.  These vehicles would 
wait at a terminus until full before setting 
off over a fixed route, with destination 
and route details emblazoned across 
the fronts.  Minibuses, with seats and 
standing room are typical of present 
day dolmuses. Usually colour coded 
according to route makes identification 
easy, particularly for tourists. 
Designated bus stops are rare other 
than at termini, as dolmus will stop 
almost anywhere when hailed or when 
passengers wish to alight.  Fares are 
regulated and prominently displayed.  
Some services are scheduled and 
usually demand is high from locals and 
tourists alike.

Share Your Knowledge to Enrich the 
List
Are you ready to make your mark 
on history?  The most significant of 
England’s historic buildings and places 
are listed, so they can be understood 
and protected for the future.  The List 
is a unique record of our country’s 
evolving history and character.  You 
can search every entry on it without 
charge.  Many places on the List are 
well-known and even world-famous.  
But in some cases there is much that 
remains unknown.  Help keep the List 
rich, relevant and up-to-date.
Historic England invites you to share 
your knowledge and pictures of listed 
places with us, so we can record 
important facts, and even unlock the 
secrets of some places.  The List has 
almost 400,000 entries: tower blocks 
and tombstones, barrows and bunkers, 
palaces and pigsties, plague crosses 
and piers, cathedrals, windmills and 
rollercoasters.
That’s why HE need your help - so we 
can all share images, insights and 
secrets of England’s special places, 
and capture them for future generations.

What can you share?
Photos - new or old.  Historical events 
and social history.  Later changes since 

a building was listed.  Information about 
the architecture or archaeology.

How does it work?
Search for a place you know on the List.  
Complete the HE Heritage Passport 
form to become a contributor.  Find out 
how to add a contribution.  Read the 
terms and conditions.  Any information 
you supply will be moderated by HE 
to make sure it’s appropriate but 
factual accuracy is not being 
checked.  Contributions will appear 
on the List after the official entry for 
that place.  More information from 
EnrichingTheList@HistoricEngland.org.
uk

Herefordshire Buses in Crisis
The progressive withdrawal of country bus services continues and looks likely 
to accelerate this September with an even more vicious round of Herefordshire 
Council financial cuts.  Over the last five years we have lost upwards of 30% of 
bus mileage in the county. 

The Turkish dolmus

HCS has long been keen to see 
this programme expanded in 
Herefordshire.  Herefordians natural 
reticence seems to prevent owners 
willing to come forward to show off 
their properties.  This is a shame 
because some areas have long lists 
of properties to view – it is fascinating 
to see what is behind a façade not 
normally accessible.  Why can’t we 
be a more sharing and open society 
communicating with each other?  
Before you reply I am opening my 
place at St.Weonards and look 
forward to welcoming you for tea. JB

Heritage Open Days
8th - 11th September 2016.  Four days when properties not normally open to 
the public are open to view, courtesy of the owners without charge.
Visit www.heritageopendays.org.uk for full details of each venue. Entries will 
start appearing on the website in mid-July.  

Treferanon

Hereford Fire Station

John Kyrle Summerhouse



LEADERS
Chris Phillips 
enthuses on the 
rebirth of Hereford FC

plans to describe change in their local 
area and put them in control of 
that change. 

The Local plan runs until 2031 and 
we ought to be thinking about change 
in five-year chunks – starting with 
the period 2016 – 2021. What could 
be reasonably expected to have 
happened in Hereford City within that 
window – a refurbished High Town 
and Buttermarket, a completed City 
Link Road, a University with faculty 
building and student accommodation, 
an extended general hospital, new 
affordable housing development, a 
combined police and fire facility, a 
new transport hub adjacent to the 
railway station, a thriving Skylon Park, 
the River Wye as a tourist attraction and 
much more if we work together 
and embrace change.

It’s not just about Hereford City – the 
market towns and the rural areas have 
much to offer and identities of their 
own that they will want to develop. 
The challenge, as always, will be 
develop and deliver as against apathy 
and stagnation. This is our chance 
to work together to make sure that 
Herefordshire has a bright future, with a 
strong economy and a thriving working 
age population. By producing this plan 
we are showing that we will accept 
change, but more importantly, that we 
are in control of this change.

Friday 19th December 2014, Hereford 
United FC 1939 was officially wound 
up at the High Court in London having 
spent years battling debt since the 
glory days under Graham Turner. It 
was an appalling sporting tragedy, 
one that should never have happened 
and thanks to the incompetence of the 
owners in charge, the cost meant many 
hardworking people were left without 
jobs and without pay. For a short while, 
it left the City without a football club 
too. A club that had stood the test of 
time from 1924 all the way up until its 
demise in 2014. 

Who could forget Ronnie Radford’s 
goal against Newcastle in 1972 or the 
win against Halifax at Leicester in 2006 
to seal promotion back to the football 
league under Graham Turner? It was 
a desperate time. Much was made in 
what could be done to bring football 
back to Edgar Street. There was plenty 
of talk of a phoenix club well before the 

final nail in the coffin.
Thankfully, even when the club was 
finally liquidated, a number of hugely 
passionate businessmen, led by Jon 
Hale, and along with the Supporters 
Trust dipped into their pockets to start 
building a platform and began the start 
of something special. There was talk, 
though, following the demise of the 
old club as to where the newly formed 
Hereford FC would play. Despite the 
obvious choice of Edgar Street, that 
wasn’t necessarily a certainty with the 
Council undecided as to whether the 
club could sustain the costs of running 
the ground. 

As the debate raged on, some 
suggested Hereford FC should play 
outside the city whilst a ground share 

with Westfields was apparently mooted.  
It was vitally important that the club 
remained in the City and remained 
a part of the community. Playing in 
a ground that is literally inches from 
the newly built Old Market complex 
provides the opportunity for plenty of 
families and supporters to shop and 
invest within the city before going to the 
ground to watch football. The location 
also makes it easier for everyone to 
access. Recent crowds have been 
astonishing with attendances rising 
above 2,000. 

The support has been utterly 
remarkable and has helped 
significantly with the stadium costs. 
Obviously if the club were not to 
be based at Edgar Street, we most 

certainly wouldn’t see gates as big as 
that and the popularity that we have 
seen. It’s quite simple, the club must 
remain at Edgar Street well beyond its 
current five year lease handed down by 
the Council.

With the racecourse all but gone, we 
were all afraid Hereford would lose its 
sporting identity, thankfully it still has 
it. But it’s not just about the identity, it’s 
about the grassroots too. Young people 
would miss out on the opportunity to 
see their City’s football team and that 
would be, in my eyes, quite sad. 
As the famous club saying goes, ‘Our 
greatest glory is not in never falling but 
in rising every time we fall.’ Hereford 
United has risen and now the hard 
work begins. 

Civic Voice Design 
Awards 

Restoration Category
Winner: All Souls, Bolton
OMI Architects

An inspirational, ambitious and 
innovative regeneration project from 
the Churches Conservation Trust, ten 
years in the making, Grade II* listed 
All Souls in inner city Bolton has been 
transformed from a run-down and empty 
church, into a leading example of a 
modern community space fit for the 21st 
century. The judges felt it has “a really 
lovely community story; the person who 
was responsible for cleaning off graffiti 
on the building started the whole project 
and the local community has been 
behind it all the way.”

Edgar Street

Chris Phillips
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AMAZING PLACES OF HEREFORD

House builders, of course, look beyond 
Hereford’s informal green-belt at the 
surrounding villages which in recent 
years have been bombarded with 
speculative applications eroding 
existing character and intent on 
creating ‘new towns’ within a few 
miles of the city.  Of course, there 
is little respect for the much lauded 
neighbourhood plans, which were 
designed to regulate local planning 
and give some power back to the local 
community. Lugwardine and Bartestree 
have been consistently targeted, 
notwithstanding the extensive in-filling 
of recent decades.  When I compiled 
the Survey of Historic Parks and 
Gardens in Herefordshire a few years 
ago it became apparent, from the late 
19th century OS plans that the whole 
of the Lugwardine ‘dome’ squeezed 
between the Lugg and the Frome was 
almost continuous parkland.  In the 19th 
century this salubrious site with wide 
ranging views across the Herefordshire 
valleys to Wales had become the 
Hampstead of Hereford, settled by 
genteel residents, often drawn from the 
well-to-do classes of Hereford.  They 
built ‘villas’ and surrounded them with 
‘polite policies’ - gardens, shrubberies 
and parkland.  One particularly beautiful 
area of parkland still surrounds Hagley 
Park, at the top of Bartestree village, 
on the west side of the road.  Gladman 
Developments spotted this and put in 
an application for 100 dwellings, taking 
the village’s new housing commitment 
way beyond the figure accepted in 
the neighbourhood plan.  Bravely, 
Herefordshire Council refused the 
application and faced an irksome public 
inquiry.

A little research showed that Hagley 
Park was, in fact, the highest point of 
the medieval deer park of Longworth 
Hall and haga-ley was a deer enclosure 
within the park – elsewhere in England 
often called the ‘little park’ - where 
the ritual killing of deer took place.  
Longworth Park was divided into lots 
and sold in 1817.  The package around 
Hagley was described as sitting in 
the boundary plantations of the park 
‘upwards of 30 years growth’ i.e. they 
were planted c.1780.  This was the 
moment when the present Georgian 
mansion at Longworth was re-built by 
James Walwyn (d. 1796) who employed 
the fashionable architect, Anthony 
Keck of Gloucestershire, to design 
the house.  Rebuilding a mansion in 
this period was often associated with 
parkland improvements and at Moccas 
Court, in West Herefordshire, Keck 
turned up with ‘Capability’ Brown.  One 
of the signature features of a Brown 
park are the belts – the boundary 
plantations - so it is possible that in 
the year we are celebrating Brown’s 
tri-centenary, a fragment of one of his 
lost parks was about to be trashed by 
Gladman Developments.  The developer 
found this suggestion incredible but 
the evidence was delivered with full 
documentation at the public inquiry 
last month.  The site is now occupied 
by a villa, called Hagley Court, a listed 
building, built on the edge of a quarry in 
c.1820, with fine gardens and ravishing 
views to the north-west over Hereford.  
The parkland is accessible by public 
rights of way across the Sheepwalk, an 
open area used for cattle sales, hunt 
meetings and archery competitions in 
the 19th century.

Saving a glorious hinterland
It seems inevitable that Hereford’s suburbs will grow at the expense of its 
wonderful hinterland.  Visitors and outsiders are astonished at the abrupt 
change between countryside and town that can still be experienced as one 
travels into Hereford up Aylestone Hill or on passing through Haywood Forest 
at Belmont.  The change is similarly abrupt on passing Holmer church on the 
A49 or travelling from Ross via Mordiford.  Only the Kings Acre Road has the 
sort of straggling entrance that typifies other Midland towns.  The local CPRE 
was founded on the indignation stimulated by this ‘ribbon development’ in 
the 1930s.  However, the excellent outcome of recent public inquiries into 
new housing at the bottom of Aylestone Hill and at Belmont suggest that HM 
planning inspectorate is keen to maintain the clean separation between town 
and countryside that elevates a visit to Hereford. To meet current housing 
needs some very difficult choices will need to be made in the near future.

the hibiscus room
passionate florists delivering beautiful flowers

47 Widemarsh Street, Hereford. HR4 9EA

01432 270 970
www.thehibiscusroom.co.uk
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The Park at Hagley

Like Bartestree, Sutton St Nicholas and 
Marden are also in the sights of the 
despoilers.  At this present moment 
a green field site, to the south of 
Paradise Green (an unfortunate area 
of speculative development, again 
dating from the 1960s) is the subject of 
an application for a large care-home, 
surrounded by 54 new houses.  This 
site is right under the northern flank of 
Sutton Walls hill-fort and will dominate 
the splendid views from the ramparts 
of the scheduled ancient monument.  
Notwithstanding quarrying after the 2nd 
World War and subsequent in-fill this is 
still a much visited site, accessible by a 
public right of way.  Ironically, Historic 
England is, at this very moment, talking 
to the owner, the local residents and the 
Woolhope Club about a lottery funded 
enhancement scheme.  Every child 
at school in Herefordshire should be 
taken to Sutton Walls, since the story 
of the county begins here.  In the late 
1940’s Kathleen Kenyon, an eminent 
archaeologist, driven from Jerusalem 
by the war, found the mutilated bodies 
of the fort’s defenders, piled-up in its 
gateway.  This unexplained event is 
referred to in every book published 
on the early history of Britain. Later, 
early English writers placed King Offa’s 
palace here and modern excavations 
behind Sutton St Michael church, 
close to Freen’s Court and across the 
Lugg have added further details to 
the complex pre-historic, Roman and 
Dark Age story which unfolded round 

Sutton Walls.  The first post-Roman 
community to emerge in Herefordshire 
– the Magonsaete – gave their name 
to Marden, indicating the district 
where they lived.  It was near here that 
Ethelbert, the patron saint of Hereford 
was murdered.  Indeed, the foundation 
story of Herefordshire can be told 
from the slopes of Sutton Walls but the 
magic of the place will be lost if the 
surrounding villages are swamped with 
new housing.

David Whitehead 
– Hereford historian and author.



PLACE SUMMER 201606

PLANNING MATTERS
Urban Room 
Proposals for an Urban Room in Hereford have been floated by the Society 
following the suggestions in the Farrell Review of April 2014 and discussed 
with Councillors and Officers.  There appears to be general agreement that one 
might be a good idea; in fact, several Council officers have being using the 
words “urban room”!  Two years on and encouraged by the Sandys’ Lecture, 
again by Farrell, HCS is continuing to push for a location.
PIC.  Sir Terry Farrell eloquently described the process of developing our built 
environment.  New places are invariably the inspired ideas of landowners 
looking to make a profit. (Often watered down and amended by the constraints, 
and sometimes prejudices, imposed by planning officers). Many are not what 
the community might want or require.  Development is driven by market 
forces, necessary in a capitalist country, but the inhabitants of our PLACE 
should surely have some input.

This is the role of the Urban Room, a 
PLACE where proposals are discussed, 
ideas generated and plans hatched.  A 
large model helps to give context and to 
highlight possible linkages.  Individual 
planning applications can be shown 
too and with links to the excellent 
Planning Department website input 
can be encouraged.  HCS envisages 
major developments on large scale 
boards with information provided by 
the Council, but the management of 
the room would be by a separate and 
independent organisation to ensure 
neutrality. This could inspire and be 
the place for Council consultations, 
properly conducted and reported back 
upon.

HCS is wanting to find a suitable 
place, possibly in one of the Council’s 
buildings for just such a room.  But 

negotiations are slow and tentative.  
We do not understand the Council’s 
approach to the use and possible 
disposal of its assets.  The plans for the 
new Job Centre/One Stop Shop (JC/
OSS) in Blueschool Street is commented 
upon on this page – a wholly unsuitable 
proposal.  The possible gifting of the 
Library in Broad Street to a miniscule 
charity lacks joined up thinking – surely 
an entirely suitable location for the JC/
OSS.  The ostentatious Town Hall lacks 
a real purpose apart from the parish 
council meetings.  The imposing Shire 

Hall needs a revamp.  Franklin Barnes 
currently does the business on another 
prime site.  The Buttermarket sale is 
still not completed.  All these buildings 
require a dynamic future and could 
host an urban room but only when the 
use of the rest of the square footage is 
resolved.
So HCS firmly requests consideration of 
the location of the new Urban Room to 
be the ground floor of the Old House.  
This room could beautifully display on 
three walls the past, present and future 
of Hereford, all surrounding a large 
relief model.  Discussions proceed with 
the communications department of the 
council as clearly this could be another 

model in development

How much?
We are pleased to say negotiations are well advanced with Sheffield University to 
make a model of the City and a charitable trust will foot the bill.  We see running 
costs to be minimal with the council providing planning drawings and HCS 
volunteers providing comment and attendance on a timed basis. 

Another discussion is moving forward using a mobile room. This has the 
advantage of being able to bring information to possibly more convenient 
locations for some, but one is never sure just where to find it?!

museum on the move

Blueschool House 161565 
An application by the Council for this prominent site in Blueschool Street is 
considered by HCS to be verging on scandalous!  It is the refurbishment and 
extension to the flat roofed, two storey building into a new “One stop shop” 
and Job Centre. What is shocking is the complete absence of reference to the 
ESG Design Framework SPD 2007 report – the Council’s own report.
“6.37 Linkages across the ring road (Blueschool Street) will then need to be
considerably strengthened if this location’s proximity to the city centre is to be 
fully capitalised. The promotion of the historic city wall outside of the Maylord 
Orchards shopping centre needs to be protected and enhanced through any 
design scheme that seeks to draw together the two frontages of Blueschool 
Street.
6.38 All of the land along Blueschool Street and to the rear is within the 
Central Conservation Area, with all of the land to the rear also falling 
within the Hereford Area of Archaeological Importance.  A high standard of 
design is therefore vital to any scheme. This can be achieved through the 
implementation of contemporary designs that are still sympathetic to the 
character of the area”.
The consultants have made no 
reference to these, and many other 
issues. HCS wants to know how 
this practice was selected and 
whether there is one rule for Hereford 
Council and one for the rest of us.  
Objections have been posted on the 
Council website but we note there 
is considerable delay in comments 
actually appearing on what is otherwise 
an excellent website.
 “This is an important site on the Inner 
Ring Road and if it is to be redeveloped 
or refurbished it should be with a 
building of high architectural value. The 
proposed refurbishment does not meet 
this criteria and gives the appearance 

of being designed to produce the 
cheapest and most uninspiring building 
possible. An opportunity to make a 
major improvement to the city will be 
lost if this design is accepted. HCS 
considers this to be a prime site and 
notes the short list of consultees and 
the extremely brief Design and Access 
Statement; far less than is demanded 
for the smallest extension in a cul-
de-sac. Hereford does not need an 
industrial style carbuncle on Blueschool 
Street. The Costa Coffee building has 
some merit as does Franklin Barnes 
and the Magistrates’ Court - this road 
was supposed to be a boulevard”.  And 
more on our website. 

draw for the City.  Alternatively and a 
much better idea, floated, I kid you not, 
by an enlightened council officer, for 
one of the square kiosks pinched from 
the New Market – right in the middle of 
High Town!

John Bothamley

proposed Blueschool House
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PLANNING MATTERS
Three Elms 
James Copeland comments on the proposals for a set of “parameter plans” 
for over a 1000 homes.   The City is awash with plans for new housing - few 
can have failed to notice the number of planning applications reported by the 
Hereford Times over the last couple of years - many exploiting the Council’s 
ongoing failure to demonstrate a five year housing supply. 
Already in the pipeline are 100 homes at Hampton Park, 100 at Tupsley, 
500plus at Holmer, and many smaller developments in the City Centre (but 
best not look to the much touted 800 home Urban Village - 6 years behind 
schedule and not a single home built).  The new Core Strategy has unlocked 
large areas of developable land, one of these being a ‘sustainable urban 
extension’ to Three Elms.

161446 site plan

three elms layout

Landowners, the Church Commissioners 
for England, are preparing an Outline 
Planning Application for the site, 
with all matters reserved except 
access.  The application is for 1200 
homes, employment development, 
a neighbourhood centre with a mix 
of retail, health provision and leisure 
uses, a new single form entry primary 
school, Park & Choose interchanges, 
together with public open spaces and 
play areas, landscaping, highways, 
infrastructure and associated works.  
It is currently anticipated that the 
application will be submitted to 
Herefordshire Council at the end of July 
with work commencing in 2018 - 580 
homes can be built independent of any 
protected corridor for the now official 
bypass.
Community involvement in the 
development has been considerable, 
with a Planning Weekend, followed 
by a Community Update, through the 
course of 2015 run by John Thompson 
and Partners (JTP).  The scheme has 
been refined to incorporate feedback, 
and the need to take into account the 
bypass corridor along the western edge 
of the site.  JTP are up there with the 
very best and it shows in the quality 
and depth of the presentation. So, the 
exhibition was as one might expect, 
with numerous information boards with 
lots of background research and data. 
It’s easy to overlook the fact that we’re 
discussing the creation of a small 
town the size of Kington, with all of the 
associated amenities and facilities. 
It’s good to see the proposed primary 
school linked by footpath to Whitecross 
Academy, with masses of open space 
and landscaping. It is unfortunate that 
the conservation area of Huntington is 
subsumed into the scheme, surrounded 
on all sides, but efforts have been made 
to soften the transition with orchard 
planting, landscape swales and the like.
One perceived weakness is how the 

proposal links to the existing highway 
network - new T junctions on Kings Acre 
Road, Three Elms Road and Roman 
Road - which will surely have queuing 
traffic in the mornings as drivers try 
to turn out towards the City - we need 
more initiative here (and we don’t mean 
traffic lights!). Commuters will already 
be aware of how overloaded these 
roads are, but the proposals claim 
that off-site works will be carried out at 
existing key junctions along the routes 
from the site into and within the City 
Centre (but no details of what these 
may be).
Importantly, approval is not sought for 
the details shown on the illustrative 
masterplan.  Rather, a set of 
‘parameter plans’ will set the principle 
of development and form part of 
the Outline Planning Application.  It 
will fall to the Council to control the 
development and to ensure that the 
parameter plans are adhered to and 
that the overall proposal is not stripped 
of the essential features that will build 
a cohesive and sustainable community, 
rather than another dumbed down 
profit-led toy town.
At this stage, we think this proposal is 
well researched and considered, but, 
it is huge, and how and when and who 
pays for the supporting infrastructure 
and how the development will be 
managed and built without losing 
the quality that the proposal is being 
judged on at the moment, are major 
questions that need firm answers. 

Land at 16 
Blackfriars Street 
161446
Compared to the Blueschool application 
this is a professional one with due 
reference to the ESG masterplan.  We 
hesitate to criticise but there is little 

reference, if at all, for the need of further 
retail premises.  
HCS accepts that times change and the 
hoped for institutional buildings are no 
longer viable but that is no justification 
for retail.  If there is a demand for 
more retail is this the best place?  It 
could be said it will draw shoppers 
further from the City centre. Further 
it provides another 38 car parking 
places – shouldn’t we be working 
towards a traffic free core with good 
public transport and car parking on the 
periphery of the City? The application 
for High Town has minimal parking, 
why not here?  This is what experts 
say, why can’t Hereford move with the 
times and build a modern city based on 
contemporary thinking?  

16/18 High Town 
161545
At last a pragmatic resolution for the 
burnt out buildings. Historic England 
has agreed to downgrade their 
requirements enabling a dense City 
centre development of 19 small flats, 
of which 7 are new build in East Street.  
With just five car parking spaces this 
is a scheme for proper town centre 
dwelling.  What a shame it has taken 
this long to get to this stage – here’s 
hoping the development will obtain 
consent and proceed in all haste.
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MEETINGS
Thursday 19th May 2016 
Jason Hodges, Reconstructive artist
Jason gave a presentation of the 
animation “Magna Carta Song Story” 
which is the result of collaboration 
between himself as digital artist, 
Randolph Alexander, composer and 
Catherine Gilling, dramatist and writer. 
It looks back to 1217 when the 
Hereford copy of Magna Carta was 
produced and includes an animated 
reconstruction of Hereford Castle 
together with original music and verse 
with contributions from local choirs. 
The Group is now working on a digital 
animation dealing with the life and 
work of Hereford artist Brian Hatton, 
the centenary of whose death is in 
2017, and hope that this will go some 
way towards ensuring that the City’s 
Hatton collection becomes more readily 
available than at present – an objective 
to which the meeting gave its full 
support. 

Thursday 16th June 2016
PJ Pikes, local archaeologist
Local archaeologist PJ Pikes presented 
a fascinating insight into Hereford’s 
Saxon and Norman history. The castle 
was strategically placed adjacent to the 
ford crossing the Wye and the city.  The 
earliest written reference to Hereford is 
found in ecclesiastical records - in 801 
the Bishop of Hereford paid allegiance 
to Canterbury, rather than to Lichfield in 
whose diocese Hereford lay.  
PJ pointed to archaeological evidence 
that the original northern boundary of 
the city’s defences lay to the north of 
West Street and East Street, hence the 
area by All Saints Church being known 
as North Gate.  The northern section 
of the city wall to which Newmarket, 
Blueschool, Bath streets are aligned 
was probably constructed as an 
extension to the city boundary in the 
11th century.  There is no evidence of 
an eastern section towards the river 
although PJ was sure that this existed 
as well as a section on the south side of 
the river.  There is more to this story - a 
subject to which we will return. 

YOUR OPINIONS
Hitching
Your hitchhiking idea is still an 
excellent one.  I just think it suffers 
from the connotations of the name - 
try carpooling, ridehopping, journey 
sharing, etc. If someway it could be 
rewarded, free parking, collecting 
points for each miles you took someone.  
I’m sure there’d be an App for it (which 
would add to protection as people 
would be registered on a scheme). 
 John Walker. 

Thanks John – we are working on this 
and welcome input from others. This 
must be the most environmentally 
friendly approach to transport and 
building community.  See PLACE 
Summer 2014.  Come and join us 
develop something special for rural 
areas. JB

Our future
Herefordshire Council is exploring 
the possibility to become a non-
constituent member of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority group. 
A group of twelve local authorities and 
three Local Enterprise Partnerships 
working together to devolve powers for 
economic development from Whitehall 
to the West Midlands. 
With politicians at all levels running 
around like headless chickens is it 
not time for a serious call for calm.  
Herefordshire is too small to survive on 
its own, we already have partnership 
working with Worcestershire and 
Gloustershire on waste and health 
matters.  Should there not be discussion 
on our future? Richard Liven 

HCS Contact Details
Chairman: John Bothamley
      Treferanon, St. Weonards, 
      Hereford, HR2 8QF
      01981 580002
      john@johnbothamley.co.uk

Membership: Mo Burns, 
      7 Nelson Street, Hereford, HR1 2NZ
      01432 352559 
      moburnshfd@outlook.com

Printed by Orphans 01568 612460

Disclaimer
The views expressed in the letters, 
reviews, news and features in this 
issue are those of the individual 
contributors, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the members of 
Hereford Civic Society.

Forthcoming Events
Most meetings are 7.00pm refreshments 
for 7.30pm start at the Kindle Centre by 
ASDA, Belmont, Hereford HR2 7JE

Saturday 10th/Sunday 11th September 
2016
In conjunction with the Woolhope Club,  
Herefordshire Heritage Open Days
Details of locations -  see www.
heritageopendays

Thursday 15th September 2016  
Hereford’s hidden treasures. A tour of 
the Museum’s Resource and Learning 
Centre - Judy Stevenson, curator with 
Hereford Museum Service.
Meet at 58 Friar Street, Hereford  
HR4 0AS 
Booking essential via Mo Burns - see 
below

Thursday 20th October 2016    
Neighbourhood Development Plans, 
opportunities for community planning in 
town and country. David Clark, leader 
Fownhope NDP Group.  AGM.
 
Thursday 17th November 2016  
Hereford, City of living history, 
reflections on history in our time. Bill 
Laws, editor Hereford Lore, 

Thursday 15th December 2016
Karen Usher, NMiTE. Latest news on the 
innovative new university for Hereford.

Sister Societies
We meet regularly and all societies 
welcome visitors. Information on talks 
and news from:

Kingston History Society  
www.kingstonhistorysociety.com
Ledbury Civic Society 
www.ledburycivicsociety.org
Leominster Civic Society
www.leominstercivicsociety.co.uk
Ross-on-Wye Civic Society
www.rosscivic.org.uk

Join Us
If you want to influence the future of the 
City and enjoy lectures and discussions 
about the built environment, old and 
new, JOIN US - your membership fee 
covers printing and distribution of our 
magazine, meeting expenses and, web 
site and publicity costs. It does not 
cover members’ time - all of which is 
freely given.

Subscription: Single £15 pa. / two 
memberships at the same address 
£25 pa. Questions? 
     01981 580002 
     chair@herefordcivicsociety.org.uk

Join By Cash
Pay at one of our meetings.

Join By Cheque
Complete the form below, cut along 
the dotted line and return to: 
David Fowler, Stable Cottage, 
Kingsthorne, Hereford HR2 8AJ.

Full name (please print):

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

Rail and Bus for 
Herefordshire (RBfH)
Back in April a re-energised Rail for 
Herefordshire became Rail and Bus for 
Herefordshire under the enthusiastic 
leadership of Gareth Calan Davies.  A 
life time transport man since graduating 
he has been in the rail and bus industry 
all his life holding many important 
committee positions.
Gareth is determined to raise the 
profile of public transport and HCS is 
pleased to support.  Remember the four 
Herefordshire stations handle in excess 
of 1.5 million passengers per annum 
and buses have 36,000 passenger 
journeys per week.
Here is their message:-

• help in the development and 
future of rail and bus services in 
Herefordshire

• help get improvements at your local 
station

• help give rail and bus services a fair 
chance against an over emphasis 
on road

• help develop innovative ways of 
providing rural and public transport

Let us all join them – here is their 
application form

liftplatz


